
               
January 
3 DARK | No dinner 
 

14 Aviation Day | Imperial County Airport 
 
February 
7    Council T-Bone Dinner | 5:30 pm 
           NAF El Centro Mirage Club 
 

24   Desert Outing 2017 Fundraiser 
 
March 
7    Council T-Bone Dinner | 6:30 pm 
           NAF El Centro Mirage Club 
 

10   Food Fest at NAF El Centro Airshow 
 

11   NAF El Centro Airshow 
 
April 
4    Council T-Bone Dinner | 6:30 pm 
           NAF El Centro Mirage Club 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Navy League of the United States 
Citizens in Support of the Sea Services 

 

Blue Angels return to El Centro for 2017 Season 
     The year was 1967, and local dignitaries 
had worked diligently in the year prior to 
ensure El Centro would become the winter 
training home of the Navy’s world-famous 
Flight Demonstration Team.   
     That diligence paid off, and 50 years 
later, the “Blues” have continued to fly to the 
warm and clear skies of Imperial Valley to 
hone their flight skills.   
    The 2017 Blue Angels Team arrived to El 
Centro on Wednesday, January 4 to begin 
their training.   

     “This is our 50th year coming to El Centro,” said Blue Angels Commanding Officer Ryan Bernacchi, who flies the 
Boeing F/A-18 Hornet jet number one.  Imperial Valley’s wide air space and flatlands provide ideal training grounds 
for the Blue Angels and naval aviation students as well. “There’s nowhere else like it. So many of us come here as 
students to learn to fly, and learn tactics. But for us, the biggest thing for the Blue Angels is that the Imperial Valley 
provides an unmatched weather and airspace combination,” said Commander Bernacchi. 
     The Blue Angels will complete approximately 120 training missions before their first airshow of the season at 
Naval Air Facility El Centro on March 11. 
     Until then, look up as you see those blue and gold jets transiting across our skies, and when they’re visiting out 
in town, be sure to say “Hello” and “Welcome Back.”   
     The Council will be hosting the Blue Angels at our February dinner.  Make plans now to join us and meet the 
2017 team members as they’re introduced to Imperial Valley. 

1967 Blue Angels Flight Team flying the Grumann-built F-11A Tiger. 

2017 Blue Angels Flight Team flying the F/A-18 Hornet led by Flight Leader Commander Ryan Bernacchi.  
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Council provides holiday assistance  
     Military budgets are often already stretched to their limits, which makes providing for Christmas gifts even more difficult.  Our Navy 
families are some of the most deserving people during the holiday season. To help thank some of these families for the sacrifices made 
year-round, we reached out to NAF El Centro’s Chaplain and Chief’s Mess to make Christmas possible for five NAF families with chil-
dren who deserved to have a joy-filled Christmas.   
     These families were provided with a complete 
Christmas dinner and gift baskets for their families to 
enjoy.   
     We extend our special thanks to Sunrunners Car 
Club, Joe and Gaylla Finnell, Chaplain Cox, Chief 
Kathleen Kalyanbarden, and the NAF Chief’s Mess for 
helping us make this Christmas brighter. 

Council Treasurer Gaylla Finnell and members of the NAF El Centro Chief’s 
Mess prepare to deliver gift baskets to Navy families on Base. 

 

     The Desert Eagle Squadron’s 

December drill weekend was filled 

with Christmas activity.  The Cadets 

participated in NAF El Centro’s pa-

rade by delivering gifts via the Sea 

Cadet Express at the Friday night 

parade.  The Cadets went on to 

augment Santa’s busy Saturday at 

NAF El Centro’s Child and Youth 

Program’s Santa’s Village by helping 

Santa hand out gifts and cookies to 

good boys and girls. 



 Theodore Gallinat, President  
 Questions or Comments?                         Website:  www.ivnavyleague.com      
 Contact us at:  (760) 791-7345                  Mail:        P O Box 3834          
 Email:  ivnavyleague@yahoo.com                          El Centro, CA 92244-3834 

PREMIER TOWING 
CASTILLO CONSTRUCTION  

FAIRFIELD INN & SUITES 
TOWNE PLACES SUITES 

THE DAHM TEAM REAL ESTATE COMPANY 
 

Become a Table Sponsor today!   
Contact Gaylla Finnell to find out how you can support our programs. 

WYMORE, INC.  
Dick Wymore and Marla Wymore 
USCGC SHERMAN WHEC-720 

IMPERIAL COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
AERO-SQUADRON 

STRIKE FIGHTER SQUADRON VFA-122 

TABLE SPONSORS 

 U.S. Naval Sea Cadet and Navy Leaguer Cadet Corps 
 Desert Eagle Squadron                  Escondido Battalion & Training Ship Kit Carson                 
 Instructor Brian Phillips    LTJG Patrick Healey 
 (760) 356-4570                             (315) 254-7598 
 www.deserteaglesquadron.org         www.escondidobattalion.org 

find us on facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/ImperialValleyNavyLeague 

https://www.facebook.com/NavyLeagueUS 
https://www.facebook.com/SeapowerMagazine 

Sailor Awards, Commendations, Introductions and Comraderie  
     We have had the good fortune of outstanding support from Captain William “Juice” Doster during his ten-

ure as the Commanding Officer of NAF El Centro since August 2014.  Skipper Doster has been a friend of the 

Council through his support of our programs and activities.  It was our honor to bestow the Council’s highest 

award, the Scroll of Honor, for his unfailing support of the Council.   We wish to extend to him and his wife 

Tammy, and their family our best wishes for a successful new career in the airline industry, and thank them for 

their dedicated service to the United States Navy.   Fair Winds and Following Seas, Juice! 

     On January 20, Captain Doster will hand the reins over to his replacement, Captain  Brent "Fever" Al-

fonzo.  If you didn’t get a chance to meet Captain Alfonzo at the December dinner, we look forward to having you join us in February to welcome him to El Centro. 
 

     It is our distinct honor to recognize Sailors, Marines and Coast 
Guardsmen for the outstanding work they do in service to our nation.  In 
December, we recognized the “best of the best” with Sailor of the Year 
Awards from Strike Fighter Wing Pacific Maintenance Unit, Detachment El 
Centro.   
      We are deeply appreciative of the support we receive from Navy 
Leaguers and members of the Imperial County Sheriff’s Aero-Squadron 
who sponsor the Strike Sailor Quarter and Yearly award program. 
      It is through the Aero-Squadron’s selfless commitment that we are 
able to provide financial recognition for these Sailor achievements. 
     Bravo Zulu Strike, and Bravo Zulu I.C.S.O. Aero-Squadron! 

SAILOR AWARD SPONSORS 

 



A Message from Imperial Valley Navy League 
 
Dear Members, 
     As you know, since September 11, 2001, military  installations have  implemented additional 
and  significant  security  measures.  This  is  both  expected  and  reasonable  as  military 
establishments  consider  security of primary  importance.   As a  result of  these measures, our 
members have been asked to provide their personal data as a means to gain entry to Naval Air 
Facility El Centro for our dinner meetings.    
      Due to several incidents across the nation with violence on installations, we are again being 
asked to assist the Security Department at NAF El Centro with a new means of identifying visitors 
on the Base.  We know this is inconvenient for our members and their guests, but we must do 
our best to help protect those who protect us.  
      You  are  being  provided with  the  attached  “Department  of  the Navy  Local  Population  ID 
Card/Base  Access  Pass  Registration”  form  that  each  of  our members  and  guests  has  been 
requested to submit.     Failure to submit the attached Security Access Information will prevent 
you from being admitted to the Base.         
      Please submit your completed Registration forms directly to NAF El Centro’s Pass and  ID 
Office via email manuel.peralta@navy.mil or to the following address:   

  
      Manuel Peralta, Pass & ID Office 
      Naval Air Facility El Centro 
      1605 3rd Street, Bldg 214 
      El Centro, CA 92243 
 

   You may also submit completed and signed forms to the Council.  Please contact Lisa Gallinat 
at  (760)  791‐7345,  or  via  email  at  ivnavyleague@yahoo.com  if  you  have  questions,  or  need 
assistance with the registration form. 
      
 
Instructions for Submitting Department of the Navy ID 
Card Base Access Registration (SECNAV 5512/1) 
  

 Fully complete items Nos. 1 – 24 
o Social Security Number and State Drivers’ License number is required 

 Disregard item Nos. 26‐28 

 Complete item Nos. 29‐30 

 Date and Sign #30 

 Following directions above for submitting your registration  
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE:  Access Registrations are valid for one year from the time of submission, 
and must be renewed annually to remain on the Navy League’s access list.   
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Naval Air Facility  
El Centro 

 
Now Accepting  
Reservations! 

 
Don’t miss out  
on the action! 

 
Register and Pay Online 
www.ivnavyleague.com 

New Signs and Security Requirements Required for Guests 
     We’ve all been there—it’s that moment, the moment that many will face as you drive up to the main gate at the Base:  You think to 
yourself, “Will I be allowed on base?”  To ensure that you are not turned away by the gate guard, let us help you eliminate the fear of 
rejection by being aware of our local installation’s policies.   
     I.D. requirements can be frustrating at times, especially if you are unaware of the policies.  We must all remember that the rules are 
there to ensure safety and accountability for everyone associated with the military.   
     As you approach NAF El Centro, please be mindful of new signage posted outside the outermost gate.  The sign signals you to stop 
outside the gate, and wait for the sentry to motion you to approach the gate house.  You are also directed to dim your headlights before 
approaching the gate.  This ensures the sentry is able to get a good visual on your vehicle and occupants.  It is important not to obstruct 
their vision by bright vehicle headlights.   
     As an insert to this month’s newsletter is the Department of the Navy Local Population ID Card/Base Access Pass Registration form that each of our members 
and guests has been requested to submit.  Access Registrations are valid for one year from the time of submission, and must be renewed annually to remain on the 
Navy League’s access list.  You may bring your completed registration forms to our February dinner, mail, email or hand deliver them to the Council, or NAF El 
Centro’s Pass and ID Office directly.  Please see the enclosure for detailed instructions.   

ONLY PROCEED 
WHEN DIRECTED  

BY SENTRY 




